


Minutes of the Meeting of Bolton Parish Council
Monday 20th July 2026, 7.30pm in Bolton Memorial Hall

Present: Chairman Martin Fagan (MF)
Councillors: Roger Bird (RB), Walter Head (WH), Bill Ingham (BI), Peter Smith (PS) 

Apologies: None

In attendance Parish Clerk Shelagh Leyland (SL), WFC Councillors L Baker and N McCall, Clerk-to-be Claire Rankin (CR) and one member of the public

	ITEM 1
	WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
	

	26/26/27
	The Chairman welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending.

	


	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	

	
	None 
	

	ITEM 2 
	TO ACCEPT AND AUTHORISE THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 18TH MAY 2026
	

	27/26/27
	RB proposed that the minutes be accepted, MF seconded
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting on 18TH May 2026  be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
	


	ITEM 3
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS
	

	28/26/27
	3.1 Appointment of new Parish Clerk (MF)
MF introduced Claire Rankin (CR) as the proposed replacement Parish Clerk & RFO.  Claire lives in Melmerby, but has been a teaching assistant in Bolton Primary School for 8 years.  She summarised her experience in local government: current Clerk of Melmerby Parish Council, several posts as a Community/Rural Development Officer, and a former CALC Parish Liaison Officer. 
MF proposed that CR be contracted as the new Parish Clerk & RFO.  The PC unanimously agreed.  Given her extensive local government experience, it is proposed that the salary level will be the same as the current Clerk’s (SCP level 16, £15.82 per hour x 275 hours per year).  
RESOLVED that CR be appointed as Parish Clerk & RFO from the date of the next PC meeting.  
Actions:  
· Issue a formal offer of appointment, & draw up a contract based on NALC guidelines/
· Prepare handover notes and brief new clerk before next meeting
· Ensure all necessary admin arrangements are made
	













MF

SL
SL/MF CR

	29/26/27
	SL offered to be co-opted as a parish councillor following termination of contract.  This will be on the agenda at the next PC meeting
	MF/SL/CR

	30/26/27













31/26/27
	3.2 Emergency Plan (MF)
An initial draft has been shared with those who indicated willingness to help.  
RESOLVED to convene a meeting of those who have expressed interest to take this forward
SL suggested that this be renamed as a “Resilience Plan”…. the in-vogue term, maybe semantics but might attract more funding.  
Emergency hub
The plan depends on having a community hub which can function as a place of safety.  The options are the Hall and the pub. Neither are in a position to fulfil this role -  no emergency power for lighting, cooking, communication in either hub,  inaccessible toilets & kitchen in the hall. 
If incorporated into the Emergency/Resilience plan this would strengthen the case for renovation of the Hall.
RESOLVED to incorporate a SWOT analysis of potential hubs into the Emergency plan
Identify & pursue small grants to address current issues such as emergency lighting in the hall and generators
	


MF










MF

	32/26/27
	3.3 Update on Memorial Hall extension
The revised, phased plan has finally been granted planning permission.  Building regulations and other admin requirements are underway.  Work needs to start within three years as this is technically a new application.  Phase 1 is the toilet block.  The initial estimate is £250000 for just this block.  Local fundraising will start in earnest (a Fund Raising Strategy is being developed).  Large grants for capital projects are becoming extremely rare and difficult to access, but linking the hall extension with the Emergency/Resilience plan should help.  
The right of way issue with the neighbours has still not been legally resolved.  
	

	33/26/27
	3.4  Update on Speed Indicator Device  (SL)
The SID has been repaired by a Great Asby resident.   It is back in circulation as before.  The request for a grant from WFC  has been withdrawn
	

	34/26/27
	3.5  Re-registering the pub as an Asset of Community Value
The registration of the pub as an Asset of Community Value has expired.  The registration process has radically changed.  It now requires examples of evidence and testimonials for a range of overlapping issues and subjects.  The pub is now a successful enterprise, and there is no immediate threat of closure.  
RESOLVED not to apply at this moment in time
	

	35/26/27

	3.6  PAG update
Nothing to report
	


	36/26/27
	3.7 Footway Lights update
Despite the PC signing the agreement to hand back the footway lights to WFC in November 2025, WFC has not signed, so technically we still own the lights.  They are included in the insurance. 
Eventual reply (8/6/26)  to several emails asking for updates: 
“The Transfer Agreement is currently working through the democratic process for Legal Sealing. I am hoping all Legal Agreements from Parish Councils wishing to transfer their lighting to WAF will be finalised before the end of June.”
The WFC councillors were requested to follow up.
	

	ITEM 4
	NEW BUSINESS
	

	37/25/26



	4.1  WFC Local Plan Scoping consultation
In response to PS’s question, the WFC councillors confirmed that the Eden Local Plan (which took years to finalise) is redundant and the WFC Local Plan is starting from scratch.  This is partly due to changes in National Planning Policy Framework.  The ambitious time frame is 13 months. 
RESOLVED councillors urged to respond to the on-line consultation (closing date 11 August)
	






All


	38/25/26












39/25/26
	4.2  Village Tidy-up 
BI reported that he has noticed (and had several complaints) that the village is looking “shabby”.  Weeds in road gutters, untidy verges.  The field is full of weeds (he generously strimmed some nettle patches himself).  The neglect possibly stems from the demise of the Bolton in -Bloom group.  He suggested organising work party/ies to “tidy up”. 
RESOLVED  to engage Bolton Gardners group (and willing others) in “tidy-up” campaign:
· Public meeting pub
· Newsletter
· Whats app message
· Explore School/youth group involvement)
Disposal of weeds/prunings from Memorial Hall grounds
The compost bins in the grounds are not suitable for disposal of seed-bearing weeds or woody prunings.  The Memorial Hall is unable to apply/pay for a sticker for green bin collection (as per new WFC policy) as the Hall does not have a postcode.  WH confirmed that he has tried to get a postcode from the PO without success. 
RESOLVED the WFC councillors were requested to take up the issue of stickers for community group green bins with the relevant department in WFC.
	








MF
SL
MF/SL
?

	ITEM 5
40/26/27






41/26/27
	PUBLIC FORUM : 
A member of the public asked about the outcome of the 20mph consultation. 
Response: 
The outcome has been communicated to the PC but it has been requested not to share this information with the community……..  WFC councillors confirmed that if this was agreed, it would take effect within a year
Non-local traffic on the main road from the A66 through Bolton & Cliburn to the A6 has dramatically increased due to roadworks & speed restrictions on the A66.  Narrow roads, blind bends, bridge weight limits, farm vehicles, movement of livestock, cyclists and pedestrians are significant risks.  Speed limits are ignored.  There has never been a Camera Speed van in Bolton.  The Community Speedwatch volunteer group disbanded several years ago due to lack of volunteers.  The highways signs intended to deter non-local traffic are not effective
Response:  the PC will raise the concerns with the Commissioner for Police
Look into resurrection of the Community Speedwatch 
	

















MF
SL

	ITEM 6
	PLANNING MATTERS
	

	42/26/27
	Determined Planning Applications        
2026/0601/FPA Extension to Bolton Primary School
Approved
	

	ITEM 7
	TO RECEIVE ACCOUNTS AND APPROVE PAYMENTS
	

	43/26/27







	7.1  To review and accept current bank account balances 
	Balance as of 30 June 2026
	 
	 

	Precept current acc.  20548254
	524.91
	 

	Precept savings project 20548283
	14330.84
	 

	Project  current acc.  20548267
	19.85
	 

	Project  savings acc  20548270
	5045.49
	 

	 
	 
	19921.09



RESOLVED to accept current bank account balances
	

	44/26/27
	7.2  To receive and approve bank reconciliation for Q1
See Appendix 1
There is a discrepancy of +£6.72 in the bank, which SL has been unable to reconcile.   It may have arisen during the migration from Barclays to Unity Bank which straddled the Financial year.  
RESOLVED  to accept the relatively minor discrepancy in the reconciliation, SL will continue to try to reconcile this balance
7.3  Distribution of £7 monthly bank charge and interest in project account
It was agreed that both charges and interest should be distributed proportionally between the projects

	







SL



SL

	45/26/27
	7.3  To approve on-line payments
	S Leyland
	Salary June/July
	580.00
	

	
	Reimbursements  stamps
	14.40
	

	
	    paper
	28.73
	

	
	   ink
	47.80
	670.93

	Memorial Hall
	Hire
	
	25.00

	Mark hill
	grass cutting village
	1260.00
	

	
	grass cutting field
	690.00
	1950.00

	HMRC
	PAYE  Q1
	
	103.52



RESOLVED to approve payments 
	

	Item 9 
46/26/27
	COUNCILLORS MATTERS 
PS understands that the “bring” recycling site at the Hall will be closed following the restructuring of the council recycling service.  No-one else is aware of the proposal.  WH and WFC councillors to follow up
	


	ITEM 10
	CONFIRM DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
	

	47/26/27
	SL & RB cannot attend on the scheduled date 21 Sept, SL has confirmed that the Hall  is free on 28th
RESOLVED to change date to 28th September to ensure a quorum and facilitate handover to new clerk 
	

SL


[bookmark: bookmark=id.30j0zll]
Signed as correct 




______________________________________________----Date____________________
Martin Fagan , Chairman
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26 / 26/27  The Chairman welcomed everyone  and thanked them for  attending .       

 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   

 None    

ITEM 2   TO ACCEPT AND AUTHORISE THE MINUTES OF THE  ANNUAL  PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  18 TH   MAY 2026   

27/26/27  RB proposed that the minutes be accepted, MF seconded   RESOLVED   that the minutes of the  Annual  Parish Council Meeting on  18 TH   May 2026     be confirmed as a true record and signed by the  Chairman.     
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29/26/27  SL  offered   to be co - opted as a parish councillor following termination of  contract .   This will be on the agenda at the next PC meeting  MF/SL /CR  

30/26/27                    3.2 Emergency Plan (MF)   An initial draft  has been  shared with  those who indicated willingness to  help .     RESOLVED   to convene a meeting of those who have expressed  interest   to take this forward   S L   suggested that this be renamed as a “Resilience P l an ” ….   the  in - vogue  term ,   m aybe semanti cs   but might attract more funding .     Emergency hub   The plan depends on having a  community  hub which can f u nction as a  place of saf et y .  The  options are the Hall and the pub . Neither are in a       MF              

